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now there’s a bright idea





10 facts about solar

1. The earth receives more energy from the sun in just one hour than the world uses in a whole year. By the time you have read this, the sun will have provided enough energy to power the earth for a month. 

2. Two billion people in the world have no access to electricity. For most of them, solar power would be their cheapest electricity source, but they cannot afford it.

3. Solar Photovoltaics (PV) is an existing technology that produces electric power directly from the sunlight. "Photo" refers to light and "voltaic" to voltage. 
4. SolarAid is the only UK charity specialising in solar energy for poor countries.

5. Most rural poor in Africa use kerosene lamps, which are heavily polluting in CO2 and bad for their health, but a solar lamp would be cheaper and better for the environment.

6. Solar panels are guaranteed typically for 25 years and have a life expectancy of at least 50 years.

7. Lack of access to affordable electricity is a major cause of poverty in rural areas in Africa.

8. Renewable energy is the most effective way of preventing climate change. 

9. Respiratory diseases caused by toxic smoke from cooking fires kill 1.5 million women and children each year. Yet a solar cooker, which is much safer, can be easily built from cardboard and waste reflective material.

10. If we covered a small fraction of the Sahara desert with PV, we could generate all the world's electricity requirements. 
Quotes about Solar Power 


"I'd put my money on the sun and solar energy.” - Thomas Edison (1847–1931)

"One day this industry [solar] will be as big as oil" - Head of BP Solar, BP's The Shield Magazine, 1997
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