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Resources
Centre for Alternative Technology (CAT) is a charity involved in exploring and offering practical solutions to environmental problems such as climate change, pollution and the waste of precious resources, through globally sustainable and ecologically sound technologies and lifestyles. CAT operates a free information service, answering enquiries on a wide range of topics by phone, letter or email five days a week. For bigger projects, there is also a consultancy service. CAT has been, for example, involved in the survey and proposals for use of photovoltaics in remote locations for the Environment Agency.  The website also provides an information sheet on photovoltaic solar power. For more information please visit www.cat.org.uk
BioDesign has encouraged Do-It-Yourself solar projects throughout Asia and Africa and offer useful advice on technical information for new projects in both French and English, by providing helpful contacts where possible as well as demonstration videos.  In addition, they offer to supply information about solar energy best practices specific to the country being enquired about. For more information please visit www.biodesign.webeden.co.uk
Practical Action (PA) is a development charity that focuses on the use of simple technology to fight poverty.  Key strategic aims include improving access to services such as water, sanitation, housing and electricity and helping communities respond to the challenges of and access effectively new technologies.  Practical Action is involved in projects worldwide and offer consultancy and educational work.  The website provides a technical information service called “Practical Answers”, free of charge, which supplies technical and developmental information to grassroots development workers, community-based organisations, NGOs and other agencies using appropriate technologies to implement sustainable development.  This includes an enquiry service, technical briefs, and resource centres.  Technical briefs provide information on a broad range of appropriate technologies including solar energy, PV solar water pumping, solar refrigeration of vaccines, solar cooking and health, solar distillation, solar thermal energy, and solar water heating. Resource centres (based in PA-country offices) hold a collection of appropriate technology and development literature on topics such as energy. In addition Practical Action offers access to its in-house journal called “Boiling Point“, as well as a link to the new publishers Hedon (www.hedon.info/boilingpoint) which have also made this journal available online.  For more information please visit www.practicalaction.org
African Rural Energy Enterprise Development (AREED) is a United Nations Environment Programme initiative that focuses on developing new sustainable energy enterprises that use clean, efficient, and renewable energy technologies such as solar energy. AREED offers enterprise development services and start-up financing in a number of countries in Africa.  The website also includes country specific reports on the energy sector and investment climate, as well as a report on solar drying for agricultural products and solar cooking.  In addition, an AREED entrepreneur toolkit can be accessed on their website.  For information please visit www.areed.org
Global Village Energy Partnership (GVEP) International is a UK charity working to reduce poverty by accelerating access to affordable and sustainable energy services. GVEP International works at local, national and global levels through business development assistance, providing information on funding opportunities and facilitating finance, and providing a platform for networking and coordination between partners.  Organisations as well as private persons working towards improving access to sustainable energy in developing countries are encouraged to become partners in order to receive relevant quality best practice guides and access a wide range of products and services as well as full access to the collaborative websites where knowledge and experiences are shared amongst partners. Partners include numerous organisations related to solar energy.  For more information please visit www.gvepinternational.org
Developing Energy Enterprises Project East Africa (DEEP EA) is a GVEP International led initiative whose main aim is to facilitate the development of a sustainable and widespread industry of micro and small energy enterprises providing energy services and employment in rural and peri-urban areas of East Africa by bringing together private sector expertise, community mobilisation and business management. DEEP EA offers assistance from the inception of ideas in villages to established energy service providers and employers. For more information please visit www.gvepinternational.org/project/53/
ITPower is an international energy consultancy which specialises in sustainable energy technologies and policy, and related economic, financial, commercial and environmental work. IT Power has been active in the solar technology market for more than 26 years and provides a full range of services for both solar thermal and PV technologies. IT Power's activities in solar thermal energy include management of large scale installation projects on social housing, feasibility studies for public buildings and leisure centres, performance monitoring, product evaluation, market analysis, training and training accreditation, and information dissemination.  For more information please visit www.itpower.co.uk
Engineers without Borders (EWB) is an organisation that links students and academia with communities and organisations in developing countries, who have technical research needs.  They provide information on current and completed projects, such as the solar powered well pump project.  EWB also enables the submission of project proposals to be considered by EWB-UK and offers the opportunity to contact the research team for queries or discussion of potential project proposals.  For more information please visit www.ewb-uk.org
Developing Technologies (DT), in association with the Imperial College, London, works in partnership with development agencies, aid workers and local communities to provide engineering design and training in appropriate technologies in order to improve livelihoods in the developing world.  DT welcomes project proposals aiming at alleviating poverty through affordable and sustainable design solution, and can help with engineering design services if an application is successful.  For more information please visit www.developingtechnologies.org
Engineers Against Poverty (EAP) is an organisation that works with industry, government and civil society to fight poverty and promote sustainable development. EAP draws on key staff and leading consultants to offer products and services to organizations working in the field of international development, engineering services and construction including partnership brokering, training, conferences and events, and technical support by offering advice, general support and resources in topics related to the interface of engineering and development. In addition the website provides an excellent resource for links to other organisations.  For more information please visit www.engineersagainstpoverty.org
Build Africa (formerly ICR) is a charity whose mission is to empower disadvantaged young people with knowledge, skills and resources by supporting education and entrepreneurship.  This includes supporting local organisations to run low cost, sustainable, and replicable projects, developing and sharing methods of working with young people, and raising funds to support young people in Africa. For more information please visit www.icrcharity.com
Africa Research Institute (ARI) draws attention to ideas which have worked in Africa. Their aim is to support development and good governance, building on the dynamism in Africa today by looking for practical examples of achievement; listening to the people who have created that success, often in adversity; and by communicating that experience to organisations, companies and policy makers. The ARI is not a consultancy but does cooperate with organisations and is commissioning a series of papers to highlight ideas which have worked in Africa and identify areas where new ideas are needed. For more information please visit www.africaresearchinstitute.org
Aid Workers Network is a free service set up to enable aid workers and others interested in development work to share practical advice and resources with each other. This website offers practical help, blogs, articles and forums on, for example, experiences in solar energy. For more information please visit www.aidworkers.net/
RedR Technical Support Service (RedR TSS) provides free effective technical advice to humanitarian agencies and persons working in that field.  Their team of technical experts is comprised of aid workers, academics and those working in the corporate sector whose wealth of knowledge includes alternative energy and electricity. For more information please visit www.redr.org.uk/
Aprovecho is a non-profit research and education centre in Oregon, U.S. Aprovecho is a research centre/rural campus that offers a variety of educational programs on sustainable living and technology including the Appropriate Technologies (AT) Programme which also touches on solar related topics such as solar cookers, solar water heaters and solar housing.  For more information please visit www.aprovecho.net
Lighting Africa is a is a joint IFC and World Bank program that seeks to support the global lighting industry in developing affordable, clean, and efficient modern lighting and energy solutions for millions of Sub-Saharan Africans who currently live without access to the electricity grid. The Lighting Africa programme offers services in market information, quality assurance, business linkages and consumer awareness and has programme activities in Ghana, Kenya, Ethiopia, Rwanda, Senegal, Tanzania and Zambia. For more information please visit www.lightingafrica.org 

International Network for Sustainable Energy (INFORSE)is INFORSE is a worldwide network consisting of 140 NGOs working in about 60 countries to promote sustainable energy and social development. The Network was established in Rio de Janeiro in 1992 to secure follow-up in the political decisions at the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED). 
INFORSE is actively engaged in international awareness rising. INFORSE follows and influences sustainable energy issues in international negotiations and is accredited to the UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) since 1998.For more information please visit www.inforse.org 

Voluntary Service Overseas (VSO) is the world’s leading independent international development organisation that works through volunteers to fight poverty in developing countries. VSO’s high impact approach involves bringing people together to share skills, build capabilities, promote international understanding and action, and change lives to make the world a fairer place for all. For more information about volunteer opportunities around the world please visit www.vso.org.uk 

European Voluntary Service (EVS) offers young people (18-30) the opportunity to volunteer abroad, primarily in Europe, for a period of two to twelve months. Shorter placements of two weeks to two months are available to young people with fewer opportunities. Volunteering through EVS provides young people with an intercultural learning experience, encouraging social integration and increasing employability. Local communities are strengthened by the experience of European partnerships - exchanging cultural knowledge and good practice, increasing awareness and understanding of international youth work. For more information please visit www.britishcouncil.org/connectyouth-programmes-evs 
Further resources

· Solarcentury: www.solarcentury.com
· Christian Aid: www.christian-aid.org.uk 

· Solar Electric Light Fund: http://self.org/
· World Health Organisation: www.who.org
· The Climate Clinic: http://www.climateclinic.org.uk/ 

· Climate Crisis: www.climatecrisis.net
· LiveEarth: http://www.liveearth.org/ 

· The National Energy Foundation: www.greenenergy.org.uk
· New Economics Foundation: www.neweconomics.org
· The Energy Savings Trust: www.est.org.uk
· The Solar Village: http://www.thesolarvillage.com/
· The Town and Country Planning Association: http://www.tcpa.org.uk
· Walt Peterson on Energy: http://www.waltpatterson.org/
· World Alliance for Decentralised Energy (WADE): http://www.localpower.org/
Microsolar Suppliers
These companies supply low cost solar powered lighting products. Contact them for more details:
www.barefootpower.com 

www.dlightdesign.com 







